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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3/10/09 
has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 18 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 18, "the quantitative data" lacks antecedent basis. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
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the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-18 and 28-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mo et al. (US 6450959) in view of Criton et al. (US 5800356), Rubin 
et al. (US 2003/0195413), and Schechter (US 2005/0043895). 

Mo et al. show methods and apparatus for simultaneous B-mode and multi-gate 
spectral Doppler imaging by an ultrasound scanner system (column 2, lines 50-55). 
Two or more independent Doppler beams are generated by the transmitter array to 
sample different vessel locations, each beam being multi-gated (column 4, lines 60-65). 
Figure 7 shows the two spectral lines in the same image frame. The spectral data is 
superimposed onto the B-image (tissue Doppler image, column 4, lines 45-55). Also, 
an ECG signal can be used as a trigger signal (column 5, lines 25-26). Mo et al. also 
mention that this device would be useful for monitoring flow profile changes in 
conjunction with vessel wall movements over the cardiac cycle (column 1 , lines 58-63). 
Regarding claim 18, it is well known and expedient to use standard operating guidelines 
to perform echocardiography imaging operations. However, Mo does not go into 
specific details of tissue motion, and does not specifically mention applying the gates to 
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a heart wall. Mo also fails to show measuring strain and using the measurements to 
select settings for a pacemaker. 

Criton et al. disclose an ultrasonic diagnostic imaging system with Doppler 
assisted tracking of tissue motion. Criton et al. teach identifying the borders of the heart 
wall (column 1, lines 55-65); using automatic border detection (column 3, lines 5-20); 
measuring and displaying the displacement of the walls (column 6, line 64-column 7, 
line 15); obtaining and displaying velocity data (column 6, lines 5-15); identifying and 
displaying the direction of motion (column 6, lines 5-15); obtaining information over a 
time interval (column 3, lines 25-27); proving apical images with at least two chambers 
(Figure 2), and short axis view of the heart (Figure 10). 

Rubin et al. disclose a method for generating a gating signal for an MRI system 
using an ultrasonic detector. Rubin et al. teach that a gate can be applied to a heart 
wall ([0046] and [0059]). 

Schechter discloses a method and apparatus for automatically programming 
CRT devices. Schechter teaches using ultrasound to measure strain and heart motion 
to use as quantitative parameters to indicate ventricular dysynchrony. The regions 
measured by the ultrasound can be lateral and septal walls. These walls are desirable 
to measure as they can show the most significant dysynchrony ([0069]-[0072]). The 
data obtained is used to program a CRT device for biventricular pacing ([0055]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have used B-mode imaging and Doppler information to identify 
motion of the heart. Mo et al. briefly mention that their invention can be used to study 
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vessel wall movements over the cardiac cycle (column 1 , lines 58-63), but do not go into 
the specific details of calculating the tissue motion. Criton et al. provide a system and 
method to calculate and display tissue motion of the heart, and describe calculating and 
displaying the tissue motion in detail. One of ordinary skill in the art could have used 
the system of Mo et al. to calculate tissue motion of the heart taught by Criton et al. It 
would be obvious to have applied the gate to a heart wall as taught by Rubin et al., 
when the object of interest is the heart. It would be obvious to apply gates to any 
structure in the body which is being observed. Further, it would be obvious to use such 
an invention for any particular application which requires ultrasonic measurements of 
the heart. For example, the invention could be used for measuring indicators of 
ventricular dysynchrony, such as motion, to select settings for a pacemaker as taught 
by Schechter. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 and 28-34 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonathan G. Cwern whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1560. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
9:30AM - 6:00PM EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Casler can be reached on 571-272-4956. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jonathan G Cwern/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3737 



/BRIAN CASLER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3737 



